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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Sliould the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Gary Shaffer on June 7, 2005. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1 (lines 15-16), claims 45-48 (line 4 of each claim), claim 49 (lines 
12-13), and claims 77-80 (line 4 of each claim), delete "when tested in accordance 
w/ASTM 4716". 

Replace claim 49 with the following claim: 
49. A method for forming void-maintaining laminates to meet desired 
specifications, comprising the acts or steps of: 

A) providing a base layer, said base layer comprising a plurality of 
compression elements, said compression elements being contiguous with said 
base layer, and said compression elements comprising compression element tips 
which are 

i) located distal to said base layer, and 

ii) disposed substantially perpendicular to said base layer; 

B) providing a fluid-permeable geotextiie top layer, wherein said top layer 
is attached to a plurality of said compression element tips. 
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wherein said base iayer, top layer and compression elements are 
constructed and arranged such that said laminate achieves said desired 
specifications, 

and wherein said desired specifications comprise a transmissivity of at 
least 10"^ sec'^ of aqueous liquid at a normal load of at least 100 PSF 
(pounds/ft^) sustainable for at least 100 hours. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexandra Pechhold whose telephone number is (571) 272-6994. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. from 8:00am to 5:30pm and altemating Fridays from 8:00am to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas B. Will, can be reached on (571) 272-6998^The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872- 
9306. / / 
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